
George Lepsch, Assistant Conductor 
is a graduate of Duquesne University 
where he earned a Master of Music in 
Euphonium performance as well as a  
B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  i n  
Music Education.  Mr. Lepsch spent 
the majority of his teaching career as 
Director of Bands at McKeesport Area 

HS.  He also has considerable experience as an orchestral 
conductor, choral conductor, and private 
brass instructor. 

 

Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra 

P. O. Box 15675, Pittsburgh, PA  15244 
412-403-0002 

www.pypo.org        staff@pypo.org 

Roger Tabler, Music Director, 
founded the Pittsburgh Youth Phil-
harmonic Orchestra in 1993.  Mr. Ta-
bler holds a Master’s in Piano from 
Duquesne University, and has a 
Bachelor’s in Music Education with 
concentrations in horn and piano 
from Indiana University of Pennsyl-

vania.  He has also studied with Maestro Mark Gibson 
at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music.  Mr. Tabler 
was the Music Director of the McKeesport Symphony 
Orchestra from 2003 - 2005.  He served as Music Direc-
tor of the San Damiano Consort from 1993-1995, and has 
been the artistic leader of the Pittsburgh Philharmonic 
since 1996.  Mr. Tabler has conducted for composers Ka-
rel Husa, Libby Larsen, and Samuel Jones, and Mr. Ta-
bler is a contributing author to the Journal of the Conduc-
ÛÖÙɀÚɯ&ÜÐÓË.  He has served on the music faculty of the 
Mt. Lebanon School District since 1991, and twice 
served on the faculty of the Pennsylvania Governor's 
School for the Arts. 

Mario Butera, Orchestra Manager & 
Percussion Coordinator, is a gradu-
ate of Youngstown State University 
where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Performing Arts. During his tenure 
at YSU, Mr. Butera has performed 
with the Dana Symphony Orchestra, 
Chamber Orchestra, Concert Band, 

Percussion Ensemble, and Symphonic Wind Ensemble.  
He has assisted in the management of projects such as 
the PAS Ohio Day of Percussion and the recent commis-
sioning of a percussion and saxophone piece by com-
poser John Hollenbeck.  Being a member of the S'mosa 
Percussion Quartet, an in-residence group at Youngs-
town State, has given Mr. Butera the wonderful oppor-
tunity to be a part of performances and instructional 
clinics at various K-12 schools throughout NE Ohio and 
Western PA.  Mr. Butera teaches privately, in addition to 
holding teaching positions in the West Allegheny 
Marching Pride and West Allegheny Percussion Ensem-
ble, the Henry H. Stambaugh Youth Concert Band, and 
Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra.  He also 
serves as the Orchestra Librarian for PYPO. 



2010 - 2011 Audition Application 
 

Name:      ____________________________________ 

 

 

Address:   ____________________________________ 
 

 

   ____________________________________ 

 

 

Age:   ______________        Grade:    __________ 

 

 

Phone Number: _____________________________ 

 

 

E-mail Address: _____________________________ 

 

 

Instrument: _____________________________ 

 

 

School:  _____________________________ 

 

 

Name & Address of 

Private Teacher: _____________________________ 
 

  _____________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Completed application and $15 audition fee must be 
mailed to PYPO, P.O. Box 15675, Pittsburgh, PA  15244 
prior to scheduling your audition appointment. 

2. Call Carol Slopek, Executive Director, at 412-403-0002 to 
schedule your audition appointment. 

3. Auditions will take place at Chartiers Valley Intermediate 
School, 2030 Swallow Hill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15220. 

 

Staff 

The Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra originated 
as Pittsburgh's PHOENIX Youth Festival Orchestra and 
was founded by Maestro Roger Tabler in 1993 as the 
country's first youth pops orchestra. In 2009, the name 
was changed to the Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

The Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra exists to 
provide an opportunity for dedicated young musicians 
from the Greater Pittsburgh area, regardless of economic 
status, to be exposed to richly varied repertory and 
performance venues. The Youth Philharmonic provides 
the members of the orchestra with challenges that will 
encourage their capabilities, enrich their social lives, 
involve them in the community, and promote 
leadership.   

The Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic String Ensemble 
(PYPSE) was established in 2007 to provide young 
musicians with the opportunity to receive experience in 
a smaller, more focused ensemble environment.  The 
chosen repertoire exposes the musicians to literature 
from both the classical and popular genres. The pieces 
selected are designed to help these budding musicians 
vastly improve their technical skills without having them 
strive beyond their capabilities. 

Erika Pierce, PYPSE Conductor, has been leading the 
group since its inception. Ms. Pierce's extensive 
education and musical background, combined with her 
ability to cultivate a love of music in this age student, 
continues to allow this group to grow and prosper each 
year. 

¶ Student musicians, grades 3 - 8 are chosen by 

audition in May from over 32 school districts in the 
Greater Pittsburgh area.   

¶ Musicians are accepted through an audition process 

by appointment only.  

¶ PYPSE rehearsals are held on Saturdays from 

October through April, 10:00 AM to Noon, at 
Chartiers Valley Intermediate School located at 2030 
Swallow Hill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15220. 

¶ PYPSE performs 3 - 4 concerts per season in the 
Western PA area, including combined concerts with 
the Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra under 
the direction of Roger Tabler 

About Us... Audition Requirements 

 MAJOR SCALES UP TO 3 SHARPS/3 FLATS 

 SOLO FROM SUZUKI METHOD BOOK II OR 

EQUIVALENT AND ABOVE 

Erika Pierce, Conductor 

Ms. Pierce attended Oberlin 
Conservatory as  a  viola 
performance and music education 
major. She holds a Master of 
Teaching as well as a Master of 
Arts in Writing from Chatham 
College. Erika also holds Suzuki, 
Montessori, and Music Together 

certifications. She has considerable experience with 
coaching and conducting string ensembles, teaching 
theory, and private string instruction. Ms. Pierce 
was a National Solo Competition Semi-Finalist in 
1992, and has held numerous principal Viola 
positions.  Currently, she is a violist for the Three 
Rivers String Quartet, and is on the faculty of The 
Glen Montessori School as a string, piano, and 
music teacher. In addition, she enjoys working with 
her extensive studio of private Violin and Viola 
students. 

 

ABOUT OUR AUDITION PROCESS: 

The Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic String Ensemble audition 
requirements are the minimum level required for entrance; 
being able to meet these requirements will not guarantee 
acceptance into the ensemble.  From the many talented 
musicians capable of meeting requirements, our music staff 
will select applicants who can play at the level of students 
currently in each ensemble. 
 
The different levels represented by the string ensemble and 
orchestra (please see audition requirement on the PYPO 
Audition Application) are intended to help each student grow 
at his or her own pace as a player and musician.  


