
George Lepsch, Assistant Conductor is a 
graduate of Duquesne University where he 
earned a Master of Music in Euphonium per-
formance as well as a Bachelor of Science in  
Music Education.  Mr. Lepsch spent the majority 
of his teaching career as Director of Bands at 
McKeesport Area HS.  He also has considerable 

experience as an orchestral conductor, choral conductor, and  
private brass instructor. 

Erika Pierce, PYPSE Conductor, attended 
Oberlin Conservatory as a viola performance and 
music education major.  She holds a Master of 
Teaching as well as a Master of Arts in Writing 
from Chatham College.  Erika also holds Suzuki, 
Montessori, and Music Together certification.  She 
has considerable experience with coaching and 

conducting string ensembles, teaching theory, and private string 
instruction. Ms. Pierce was a National Solo Competition Semi-
Finalist in 1992, and has held numerous principal Viola positions.  
She has played under the direction of Leonard Slatkin, David Lo-
bel, and Kirk Muspratt.  Ms. Pierce has also studied with Thomas 
Dumm and Jeff Irvine.  Currently, she is a violist for the Three 
Rivers String Quartet and on the faculty of The Glen Montessori 
School as a string, piano, and music teacher.  In addition, she en-
joys working with her extensive studio of private violin and viola 
students. 

Joyce Wohlgemuth, Violin I earned admission 
into Sun-Wha Art High School in Seoul, a very se-
lective school commonly recognized as the best 
art high school in Korea.  There, she participated 
in masters classes with artists such as Victoria 
Mullova, Aaron Rosand, and the Pittsburgh pian-
ist Earl Wild.  After graduation, she came to the 

U.S. to continue her studies and also began performing profession-
ally in orchestras under well-known conductors such as Charles 
Bontrager, David Zinmann, and Loren Mazel.  Ms. Wohlgemuth 
served as Concertmaster with the Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Or-
chestra and played in many western PA orchestras.  Her teachers 
included Sung-Gwon Koh, Charles Stegeman (current Concert-
master of Pittsburgh Ballet and Opera Orchestras), Huei-Sheng 
Kao (Asst. Concertmaster with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orches-
tra), and Alison Peters Fujito (Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra).  
In 1992, she earned a BM in Violin Performance from the School 
of Music at Duquesne University and has continued performing in 
small ensembles and teaching privately, in addition to her work at 
the Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra coaching the Violin 
I section. 

Jennifer Fauré, Violin II, A Pennsylvania native, 
Jennifer Fauré received her Master's degree in Mu-
sic Performance at Duquesne University, Under-
graduate degree in Philosophy at Franklin and 
Marshall College, and Suzuki Teacher Training in 
Ithaca, NY. She has performed professionally as 
soloist and chamber musician in North and South 

America and is a founding member of the Fauré String Trio. For-
mer Associate Principle of the Johnstown Symphony Orchestra, 
she performs with the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra, Pitts-
burgh Festival Orchestra, Erie Philharmonic and Wheeling Sym-
phony Orchestras.  Ms. Fauré has performed in private Master 
Classes with the renowned Tokyo String Quartet and the Ameri-
can String Quartet.  As a member of the Fauré String Trio she also 
gives Master Classes, privately and to school groups. Recently, Ms. 
Fauré performed with her trio in the music festival Semanas Musi-
cales in Chile, receiving accolades for her performances privately 
and in the press.  Jennifer Fauré is Professor of Violin at the Com-
munity College of Allegheny County adult division and maintains a 
thriving teaching studio. 

Younga Reitz, Cello, holds a Bachelor’s degree 
Cum Laude and Master’s degree from Duquesne 
University Mary Pappert School of Music.  She 
also studied Music Therapy as a graduate assistant 
and served as the librarian for Duquesne Sym-
phony Orchestra.  Mrs. Reitz was inducted into the 
Pi Kappa Lambda music honor society in 1997.  

She earned an Artist Diploma in 2001 from the same institute. 

As the first prize winner of the Korean Music Education Assn., 
Mrs. Reitz made a solo appearance with Les Arts de Baroque Or-
chestra at Hoahm Arts Hall for the Performing Arts in Seoul, Ko-
rea in 1994.  Her solo and chamber music performance was heard 
in Switzerland, Holland, and the U.S.  Her performances include 
the winner’s recital of Pittsburgh Young Artist Series in 1999.  
Mrs. Reitz has studied with Misha Quint, Anne Martindale Wil-
liams, Jennifer Langham, Sung Yon Lee, Lauren Mallory.  She is 
currently on the faculty of CAPA High School, Center for Musi-
cally Talented at CAPA, the cello section coach for Pittsburgh 
Youth Philharmonic Orchestra and also teaches at Musik Innova-
tions and Quaker Valley High School after school program.  Mrs. 
Reitz has been on the faculty at the City Music Center and Jewish 
Community Center, and has taught orchestral studies, chamber 
music, and private lessons at Westminster College, Geneva Col-
lege, Seton Hill College, Fox Chapel Area HS, Waldorf School of 
Pittsburgh, Beaver Area HS, Pittsburgh Chamber Music Festival, 
Musik Innovations Chamber Music Camp, and Pine Richland 
School District Summer String Program.  She has played in the 
Wheeling Symphony, Erie Philharmonic, Altoona Symphony, 
Johnstown Symphony and Butler Symphony. 

Bruce Lazier, Brass Coordinator, has been a 
professional trombonist and music educator for 
over thirty five years.  His performance experience 
includes such notable artists as Sammy Davis, Jr., 
Lisa Minnelli and Joel Gray, Gladys Knight and 
the Pips, and the Temptations.  He has performed 
in “pops” orchestras backing such entertainers as 

Andy Williams and Ella Fitzgerald.  John Williams and Aaron 
Copland are two of the composer/conductors under which Mr. 
Lazier has performed.  Mr. Lazier’s education credentials include a 
Masters Degree in classical trombone performance from Yale Uni-
versity.  He also spent a summer in Banff, Alberta, Canada study-
ing with the Canadian Brass at the Banff Centre for the Arts.  He 
is currently the owner of Lazier’s Harmony Music Studios in Har-
mony, PA.  At the studio Mr. Lazier teaches the low brass students 
in one-on-one session s.  In addition, he coaches his students in 
chamber music groups on a regular basis.  Mr. Lazier has past stu-
dents currently in the West Point Band, the Colorado Symphony 
and the Pacific Symphony in California.  Though in recent years, 
he has considered himself primarily a music educator, Mr. Lazier 
spends many weekends performing with numerous brass ensem-
bles and other ensembles based in Western PA and Eastern Ohio. 

Deborah Silverstein, Woodwinds, earned a 
Bachelor of Music Education at the New England 
Conservatory of Music in Boston, MA, and a Master 
of Music in flute at Ithaca College.  Mrs. Silverstein 
performed as  Principal Flutist for the Pittsfield 
(MA) Symphony Orchestra, is past president of the 
Pittsburgh Flute Club, founder and artistic director 
of the Beaver County Flute Choirs, and is sometime 

lecturer in Flute at Geneva College.  Mrs. Silverstein is currently the 
instrumental and elementary vocal teacher at Rhema Christian 
School, and is the proud mother to three musically talented children.  
Mrs. Silverstein is proud to serve as the Woodwind Coordinator for 
the Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Mario Butera, Orchestra Manager & Percussion 
Coordinator, is a graduate of Youngstown State 
University where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music Performance.  During his tenure at YSU, Mr. 
Butera has performed with the Dana Symphony Or-
chestra, Chamber Orchestra, Concert Band, Percus-
sion Ensemble, and Symphonic Wind Ensemble.  
He has assisted in the management of projects such 

as the PAS Ohio Day of Percussion and the recent commissioning of 
a percussion and saxophone piece by composer John Hollenbeck. 
 Being a member of the S'mosa Percussion Quartet, an in-residence 
group at Youngstown State, has given Mr. Butera the wonderful op-
portunity to be a part of performances and instructional clinics at 
various K-12 schools throughout NE Ohio and Western PA.  Mr. 
Butera teaches privately, in addition to holding teaching positions in 
the West Allegheny Marching Pride and West Allegheny Percussion 
Ensemble, the Henry H. Stambaugh Youth Concert Band, and Pitts-
burgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra.  He also serves as Orchestra 
Librarian for PYPO. 

Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra 

P. O. Box 15675, Pittsburgh, PA  15244 
412-403-0002 
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2010-2011 Audition Application 

Name:      ____________________________________ 

 

Address:   ____________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________ 

 

Age:   ______________        Grade:    __________ 

 

Phone Number: _____________________________ 

 

E-mail Address: _____________________________ 

 

Instrument: _____________________________ 

 

School:  _____________________________ 

 

Name & Address of 

Private Teacher: _____________________________ 
 

  _____________________________ 

1. Completed application and $15 audition fee must be re-
ceived by PYPO prior to scheduling your audition appoint-
ment. 

2. Call Carol Slopek, Executive Director, at 412-403-0002 to 
schedule your audition appointment. 

3. Auditions will take place at Chartiers Valley Intermediate 
School, 2030 Swallow Hill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15220. 

2010 - 2011 Audition Requirements 
 

PITTSBURGH YOUTH  

PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

VIOLIN 

Sicilienne and Rigadon - All of Sicilienne;  

Rigaudon till repeat. 

Kreisler / Foley / Fischer 

Excerpt of your choosing from a concerto or sonata 

(2½ minutes) 

C Major scale in addition to Major scales up to 

3 sharps / 3 flats, memorized 
 

VIOLA 

Sonata in E Minor - Mvts. 1 & 2 up to first repeat 

Marcello / Marchet / International 

Major scales up to 3 sharps / 3 flats, memorized 

 

CELLO 

Tarantella, Op. 23  - First page until key change 

Squire / Fischer 

Another solo of your choosing 

Major scales up to 3 sharps / 3 flats, memorized 

 

STRING BASS 

Gavotte in G Minor 

Bach / Zimmerman / Fischer 

Major scales up to 2 sharps / 2 flats, memorized 

 

WOODWINDS 

2010-11 PMEA District 1 solo, or equivalent 

Major scales up to 3 sharps / 3 flats, memorized 

 

BRASS* (Selections available on www.pypo.org)  

Etude Number 6 from 
Ɂ+ÌÎÈÛÖɯ$ÛÜËÌÚɯÍÖÙɯ!¨ 3ÙÜÔ×ÌÛɂ 

Ɂ+ÌÎÈÛÖɯ$ÛÜËÌÚɯÍÖÙɯ%ÙÌÕÊÏɯ'ÖÙÕɂ 
Ɂ+ÌÎÈÛÖɯ$ÛÜËÌÚɯÍÖÙɯ3ÙÖÔÉÖÕÌɂɯ(Bass Trombone use Tuba book) 
Ɂ+ÌÎÈÛÖɯ$ÛÜËÌÚɯÍÖÙɯ3ÜÉÈɂ 

based on the Vocalises of Giuseppe Concone  

John Shoemaker, published by Carl Fischer 

Chromatic 2 octave scale, and 

Major scales up to 3 sharps / 3 flats, memorized 

 

PERCUSSION 

Snareɭ$ÛÜËÌɯÍÙÖÔɯɁ(ÕÛÌÙÔÌËÐÈÛÌɯ2ÕÈÙÌɯ#ÙÜÔ 

2ÛÜËÐÌÚɂɯÉàɯ,ÐÛÊÏÌÓÓɯ/ÌÛÌÙÚȮɯÖÙɯÌØÜÐÝÈÓÌÕÛ 

Malletsɭ$ÛÜËÌɯÍÙÖÔɯɁ%ÜÕËÈÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ,ÌÛÏÖËÚɯÍÖÙɯ 

,ÈÓÓÌÛÚɂɯ!ÖÖÒɯƕɯÉàɯ,ÐÛÊÏÌÓÓɯ/ÌÛÌÙÚȮɯÖÙɯÌØÜÐÝÈÓÌÕÛ 

Major scales up to 3 sharps / 3 flats and their relative 

minor scales 

Timpaniɭ$ÛÜËÌɯÍÙÖÔɯɁ%ÜÕËÈÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ,ÌÛÏÖËÚɯÍÖÙɯ

3ÐÔ×ÈÕÐɂɯÉàɯ,ÐÛÊÏÌÓÓɯ/ÌÛÌÙÚȮɯÖÙɯÌØÜÐÝÈÓÌÕÛ 

Match pitch with voice in addition to tuning timpani 

Knowledge of solfege syllables are suggested, but 

not required 

Roger Tabler, Music Director, founded the 
Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra in 
1993.  Mr. Tabler holds a Master’s in Piano 
from Duquesne University, and has a Bache-
lor’s in Music Education with concentrations 
in horn and piano from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania.  He has also studied with Maes-
tro Mark Gibson at the Cincinnati Conserva-

tory of Music.  Mr. Tabler was the Music Director of the 
McKeesport Symphony Orchestra from 2003 - 2005.  He 
served as Music Director of the San Damiano Consort from 
1993-1995, and has been the artistic leader of the Pittsburgh 
Philharmonic since 1996.  Mr. Tabler has conducted for com-
posers Karel Husa, Libby Larsen, and Samuel Jones, and Mr. 
Tabler is a contributing author to the Journal of the Conductorõs 
Guild.  He has served on the music faculty of the Mt. Lebanon 
School District since 1991, and twice served on the faculty of 
the Pennsylvania Governor's School for the Arts. 

Staff 

ABOUT OUR AUDITION PROCESS: 

The Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra is designed for 
students in grades 9 - 12; however, younger students exhibit-
ing exceptional skills will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis 
by the adjudication panel and Music Director for admission. 
 
The audition requirements listed on this application are the 
minimum required for entrance; being able to meet these 
requirements will not guarantee acceptance into either 
ensemble.  From the many students capable of meeting 
these requirements each year, our music staff will select 
applicants who can play at the level of students currently in 
each ensemble.  The different levels represented by the 
orchestra and ensemble are intended to help each student 
grow at his or her own pace as a player and musician. 

PIANO & HARP 

Two contrasting solos of your choosing 

Major scales up to 4 sharps / 4 flats, memorized 

Pittsburgh Youth Philharmonic Orchestra: 
All orchestral instruments Grades 9 - 12 

Saturday Rehearsals: 
October, 2010 - April, 2011 

(10:00 AM - 12:30 PM) 

Chartiers Valley Intermediate School 
2030 Swallow Hill Rd 

Pittsburgh, PA  15220 


